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Abstract. Bilateral relations between Russia and Japan in the course of 2018–2019 Russian-Japanese 

Cross-Year are analyzed in the article. The said International Project, aimed at improving relations between 

the peoples of both nations involves the Year of Russia in Japan, and the Year of Japan in Russia. For both 

countries the Project has turned into a very meaningful cultural event. Several Japanese social events have 

improved the attitude of Russian public towards Japan despite the latter's territorial claims for the <Northern 
Territories= (the Kurile Islands). In the meantime the expectations of the Japanese politicians for the progress 

in solution of the territorial problem have not been justified. On the other hand, the Russian-Japanese Cross-

Year has provided a <soft power= basis for the further development of bilateral relations and cultural links on 

the level of <grass roots= or <people's diplomacy=. It has also contributed into a start of a new bilateral 

Project aimed at improving mutual cooperation between certain regions of Russia and Japan. 
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